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The story of beer and brewing in Richmond is a reflection of the well-documented and revered
place the River City holds in the nation's history. English colonists imbibed together on the banks
of the James River. During the Civil War, a brewery was adjacent to a hospital. Beyond historical
brews such as the Krueger Brewing Company and Richbrau beer, Richmond is no stranger to
the vibrant craft beer culture thriving across the nation. Area brewers, including Hardywood Park
Craft Brewery, Legend Brewing Company, Midnight Brewery and Strangeways Brewing, make
Richmond a beer lover's paradise. Grab a pint and join author and beer columnist Lee Graves as
he recounts the frothy history of Richmond beer.
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FOREWORDWhat a long strange trip it’s been. The brewing industry has gone from boom to
bust to boom again, and this book covers the whole story in the capital city of the
commonwealth of Virginia. The history of beer is a fascinating one that many believe is part of
the reason we have civilization as we know it today. Once beer was discovered, it made more
sense to settle down, grow grain and not go foraging for nutritional sustenance. But I digress.As
a native of Charlottesville, I was reminded in the opening chapters of this book of the importance
of our founding fathers in the journey of beer. Thomas Jefferson’s home, Monticello, is a place
where our third president and governor of Virginia brewed copious amounts of beer. Jefferson
publically declared, “I have lately become a brewer,” and in some ways, this was the beginning of
the first boom of beer in America.My personal path into the world of beer began in the early
1990s. After reading Chapter 6 of this book, I was reminded of how long and strange my trip has
been. I was born and raised in Charlottesville, Virginia, before heading out to Portland, Oregon,
in 1990 with a bachelor of science degree from James Madison University. Little did I know at
the time, but when a good friend came to visit from Virginia, it would change my life forever.My
friend’s name was Jamie Zobel, and we grew up together in Charlottesville. Jamie came to
Portland to attend the 1992 or 1993 Craft Brewers Conference. He persuaded me to tag along
with him to check out what was, at that time, a fringe movement in America. At that point in my
life, I had very little interest in “microbrewing,” as it was called then (now it’s called craft brewing).
About two years later, in 1995, Jamie returned to Richmond, Virginia, to start the James River
Brewing Company. The brewery lasted only a couple of years, and as this book rightly points
out, making great beer is very different from making money doing so.A few years after Jamie’s



visit, I began my professional brewing career in Portland with a now-defunct brewery called
Nor’Wester Brewing Company. From Portland in the early 1990s, I went to Denver, Colorado, to
work at Mile High Brewing Company in the mid-1990s and eventually returned to my hometown
of Charlottesville in 1999 to found Starr Hill Brewery.Lee Graves’s book covers the history of
beer and brewing in Richmond, Virginia. He writes about the founding of Virginia and the
importance of beer as nutritional sustenance that helped a young nation survive—how the
Native Americans helped teach the English settlers how to make a “corn” beer due to the lack of
raw ingredients. The book also covers the “great experiment” of Prohibition, which nearly wiped
out the brewing industry.The section of this book that I could not put down deals with the beer
revolution that is happening today. This great revival is chronicled with amazing detail and shows
how Richmond went from three breweries in the late 1990s (Legend, Richbrau and Main Street),
down to one or two through most of the 2000s and now boasts upward of thirteen breweries.Lee
Graves and I first met in late 1999, just a couple of months after I opened Starr Hill in
Charlottesville. In those formative days of craft brewing in Virginia, you could count the number
of breweries in the state on two hands, and there were few people writing about beer at the time.
Lee was known as “the Beer Guy” (and still is), and he wrote a regular column for the Richmond
Times-Dispatch. The band of brothers in 1999 was very small, and I think we all gravitated
toward other like-minded people like Lee. We have remained close friends for going on fifteen
years, and his passion for craft beer and talent as a writer are on full display in this book.
Whether you are a history buff or have come recently to the craft beer scene, this is a great read
that covers Richmond’s brewing world from the beginning. I highly encourage you to sit back,
grab a fresh Virginia craft beer and enjoy this book.Cheers,MARK A. THOMPSONFounder, Starr
Hill BreweryChairman, Virginia Craft Brewers Guild
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INTRODUCTIONSometimes things come together in the strangest, most wonderful ways.I had
just saddled up the “Beer Guy” column for the Richmond Times-Dispatch after a hiatus of a few
years when I received an e-mail from The History Press asking if I might be interested in doing a
book about Richmond beer.Beer? Richmond? History? Beer? Twist my arm a little
harder.Frankly, I was as much intimidated as excited by the prospect. For Virginians, history is no
idle pastime. Jamestown, Powhatan, founding fathers, mother of presidents, Civil War, civil
rights, civil wrongs—the state looms large in the nation’s identity. Richmond has a central role in
that drama, and any project attempting to focus on one facet of that history must look through
multiple lenses.Thus it is with beer. I had only the faintest inkling at first, but I quickly came to
understand that the story of beer reflects the story of Richmond itself. From beer accompanying



English colonists to the falls of the James River in 1607 to a brewery adjoining a Civil War
hospital in Chimborazo, from German lager earning kudos upon its arrival in the mid-1800s to
Hardywood Park’s Gingerbread Stout receiving a perfect rating from a prominent beer magazine
and from beer being stored in riverfront caves to beer flowing from tasting room taps—
Richmond has always loved, embraced and celebrated beer.
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linda urgo, “perfect gift. Just the right gift for my nephew who is so into craft beers”

Stonewaller, “Four Stars. Good overview”

Ashlie, “Thanks. Thanks”

Janell, “great for beer lovers.. Arrived on time and looks interesting! I bought it as a gift for family
who lives in Richmond who loves beer.”

The book by Lee Graves has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 5 people have provided feedback.
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